CHAPTER XXIX

A SICK, EMACIATED SOCIAL SYSTEM

THE hard times I have been describing were
in the early nineties. The year before there
had been a financial crash. Nobody seemed
to know what was the matter at the time, but
it has since been learned that the hard times
were the fruit of crop failures, if one can call
failure fruit All over the world bad years
had destroyed the harvests. This great loss
of foodstuffs was exactly the same as if
armies in war had ravaged the fields. Farm-
ers had to borrow money to buy food. They
had no other buying power. So trade lan-
guished, credit was strained, and finally
came the financial collapse. It happened
after the good crop years were returning.
That's why the people could not understand
it Farmers were raising crops again, but
labor was idle and could not buy bread.

The lesson is this, when commerce is
starved down to a certain point, it goes to
pieces. Then when the food comes it can
169rmingham, where the strike was over.
